
Force State Democrats to Hold an Open Primary.  “Ed Rendell and the state Democratic party

need to do everything in their power to hold an open Democratic Primary in 2006 to allow voters to decide for

themselves the best candidate to beat Santorum.”

Open Primary Petition background:

Last week, Governor Ed Rendell effectively ended the 2006 Democratic
Primary before it began by endorsing Bob Casey Jr. to run against Rick
Santorum for his US Senate seat. Beating Santorum is obviously an
important goal, but it’s not an excuse to skip the Democratic primary.

The nominee who runs against Santorum will need progressive, grassroots
activists to help turn out as many votes as possible just like in the 2004 race.
The people who will be on the frontlines against Santorum deserve a say in
who they will be working for.

Unlike Rick Santorum, Bob Casey Jr. would fight for health care, good jobs
and Social Security if elected to the Senate. However, his anti-choice views
and his still emerging stance on LGBT issues raise important questions for
progressives and could have an impact on turn-out in SE PA.

An open primary process allows those questions to be addressed.  A primary
process allows for dialogue and debate so that all members of the party can
feel satisfied with the nominee that eventually wins.  A primary is the best
way for all of us to come together as one to support the best candidate.

Beating Rick Santorum is the key to taking back the Senate and the key to
taking back our state.  Let’s make sure we do it the right way, working for
someone we truly believe in.
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