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GRAND PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS - Brig. Gen. Donald Kirsch

Well, the Convention is over and I can breath again.  I want to extend my best wishes to all who attended the Convention and hope they had an enjoyable experience.  We had a few bumps along the way but the Committee and I worked very hard to make sure that everything was taken care of to the best of our ability.  I want to give my personal thanks to the Convention Committee, those Knights and their ladies, who worked so hard all week to make sure things ran smoothly.  Without the dedication and hard work of these people, the Convention could not have been possible.  As I said at the Ball, a special thanks goes to my wife, Sharon, who was there to support me throughout the whole process.

I also want to thank Gen. Frank Waseleski and the other Supreme Officers for their help and support at the Convention.  Congratulations to Frank and all the Supreme Officers elected and appointed for another term.  It has been a pleasure working with you and I look forward to two more good years.

Buffalo Grand News and Dates:

2006 Supreme International Convention

Thanks to all who attended the 2006 Supreme International Convention, which was held in Buffalo.  The Buffalo Grand was thrilled to have so many Brother Knights; Sisters of the Auxiliary and friends attend our activities at the Adams Mark hotel.

Congratulations to our Buffalo Grand Commandery members who were elected and appointed to Supreme posts.  Congratulations to Maj. Gen. Terry McCann who was re-elected as Supreme Treasurer, Brig. Gen. Rev. Lawrence Burns was re-appointed as Supreme Spiritual Director, Brig. Gen. Dan Grasso was re-appointed as Supreme Council, Brig. Gen. George Check was re-appointed as Supreme Inspector General, and Brig. Gen. Don Killian was re-appointed as Assistant Supreme Inspector General.  Also, in order to assist the Supreme Secretary with his duties, the Supreme President appointed an Assistant Supreme Secretary and some Under Secretaries to assist with the administration of the Secretary’s office.  Our Grand Secretary, Col. Tom DeLuca was appointed as Undersecretary for Rituals.

Some of the highlights of the Convention:

The Welcome and Farewell parties were very well attended and everyone seemed to have a good time.

The Thursday evening bus trip did sell out but for those who attended, it was a memorable experience.  At Our Lady of Victory Basilica, home of Fr. Baker, we had a private mass and tours of the Basilica.  Major Ron Wendel and his lovely wife Mary were there to greet the diners for the Chicken Barbeque from World Famous Wendel Farms.  On the way back to the hotel, we stopped at the German and French Cemetery to see the Knights of St. John Monument  (well, all except the one bus that broke down) and got to see the magnificence of the monument before it started raining.  In all, it was a great trip.

The Ball was special with the attendance of His Excellency, Bishop Edward Kmiec, who was named Spiritual Advisor of the Buffalo Grand and given a commission as a Brig. General.  He was very moved and thankful with the display of affection by all the Knights and Ladies present. 

Although our parade was rained out on Saturday, the Pontifical Mass at the Cathedral was still very special and Bishop Kmiec’s homily was very insightful.

We hope that everyone had a safe trip home and look forward to seeing you in Philadelphia in 2008.

GRAND SECRETARY – Col. Tom DeLuca

Now that the Convention is over, I wanted to add a few of my own thoughts.  Anyone who has run a Convention of this size will tell you that things are bound to go wrong.  It is impossible to go for a whole week and not have some bumps and bruises.  And the Convention in Buffalo was no exception as we had our problems to deal with.  But it was the Committees commitment to work out the problems as best we could and that is what we did when things were within our control to fix.  

Thanks to the entire Committee for all the time and effort you put into making this a success.  My personal thanks to my Brother Grand Secretaries who gave me so much support during the week.  And special thanks to my wife, Cindy, who did so much work before and during the Convention.  From running errands, to getting copies, to cutting tickets and making the book marks, Cindy was always there to help.  

I included a few pictures that we got at the Convention but I am going to post a lot more on our web site.

BUFFALO REGIMENT:

COLONEL'S COMMENTS - Col. Norb Stiglmeier:
Greetings to all my Brother Knights.  It was a pleasure meeting so many of you at the Convention and I hope you enjoyed your stay in Buffalo.  At the Ball on Friday, I mentioned the prayer for membership that I wrote which I would like to see recited by all Knights.  So in this journal article, I asked to have the prayer included so everyone would have a copy.  It is through prayer that we will increase our membership so try to recite this at all your meetings. Thank you and may God bless you.

Knights of St. John

Prayer for Membership

Written by: Col. N. Stiglmeier

Most Holy God and Father, Through Your Son Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, We have been freed from the stain of Original Sin and granted the hope for Eternal Salvation.  By His sacrifice on the cross and with Your graces dispensed to us by the Holy Spirit through the Sacraments, Holy Scripture and the Holy Eucharist and our prayers we petition Your spiritual favor through our patron, St. John the Baptist, to send to us good Catholic men to fill our ranks.  We wish to serve You in Knighthood and desire all Catholic men to follow our deceased brothers paths to Eternal Life in You.  Grant Your will be done in this and we live in Your Love and Mercy.  We ask this through your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  

St. John the Baptist, Pray for us!

Ecclesiastical Approval:

Bishop Edward U. Kmiec

Diocese of Buffalo

Let’s keep our Brother Jim Gibbons and all our armed forces in our prayers and pray for a speedy return.

DON'T FORGET THOSE WHO ARE ILL OR RECOVERING FROM SURGERY:
They would appreciate your prayers, so that they all experience a speedy and full recovery. May the Heavenly Father bestow on them his healing power and give them, every grace and blessing in this life and everlasting joy in His presence

Note: Let us know if a Knight is ill or recovering from surgery.
IN MEMORIAM

The following Brother Knights have passed away since our last JOURNAL article:

Sgt. Kenneth Kausner of Commandery # 382

Died May 14, 2006

Capt. Raymond Moch of Commandery # 99

Died June 22, 2006
Sgt. Frank Kosiolek of Commandery # 204

Died July 12, 2006

May the souls and the souls of all departed Brother Knights, through God's mercy and compassion rest in peace.

Brothers when contacted, please turn out for Wakes & Funerals.

Col. Thomas J. DeLuca, Buffalo Grand Secretary

Please visit our web site at http://members.localnet.com/~tdeluca/ksj.html
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